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#2 Wire needs to be wrapped.  In this mask the wire was as thin as a twisty tie and should have been doubled, maybe 

even tripled.  The end of the wire is so fine it pokes through the fabric as easily as a needle.  The wire is very secure but 

already causing holes in the fabric.  When it comes to the wire think of your glasses.  Would it be comfortable wearing 

glasses without the padding at the end of the wire nose piece? 
 

#3 Casings top & bottom need to be hemmed. 
 

#4 Due to pet allergies, keep pets away from fabric and sewing area as much as possible.  Fabric and masks need to 

come from a smoke free environment.  We had some batches of masks come in with a strong cat smell.  I suspect the cat 

laid on the fabric at some point.  These were run through a washer twice and the smell did not come out. 
  
#5 All masks need top & bottom “top stitching” to hold shape through washings.  (See pleated mask instructions.) 

 
 

#1 Mask Pleats – this mask is the epitome of a mask gone wrong.  It has so many issues it is difficult to know where 

to begin, but I will start with the pleats.  Uneven pleats (one side is 1” longer than the other) and pleats that don’t 

properly bump up to each other cause a mask that doesn’t lay flat.  Some of what I labeled “pleats” are not true 

pleats but what would be called a tuck.  Meaning the folds of the pleats do not bump up to each other on both sides 

(in this case neither side is correct) of the mask.  Poor pleats cause a mask that does not lay flay and will not provide 

a good tight fit around face resulting in a loss of protection. 

 

#6 This mask is uneven on sides and 
coffee filter sewn in.  It turns into a huge 
mess when washed.  (We also do not 
want masks with interfacing or stabilizer 
in the middle.)  This is also a style & 
pattern we will no longer accept, as it 
does not give a good fit.  All masks must 
have casings with ties or elastic looped 
through.  Also, ties were just cut out of 
salvage and not ¼” folded in on sides, 
doubles and sewn.  This mask had not 
even been washed & was fraying badly. 

  
 

 

#7 Ties – none of these masks laid flat or 
had a decent tie.  The hand dexterity and 
work it would take to use some of these 
masks, even if pleats were done well and 
mask laid flat, would be beyond most 
people.  The purple mask is over an 1” 
longer on one side than the other.  Cut 
strips of tshirt fabric were used for ties.  
Those will stretch out.  None of these 
would make it through one wash cycle. 


